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ty, the mever mesnt to Eghl
morely'to gct the Bt terms she
now gat thaso
ks 1y Tty o got
They reiata tn Cores only. Whether she has
decided to make tho best of hes terms, such
not yet known, for
ling with a view fo im-
proving them. They cannot be such as sha
would kave wished, or snch as other Powers—
England and the tates, i wii—hara
pluinly been hoping for. W are given tn
understand by the Central Nows siatoment that
the protracted nesstiations still pending have
Tean due to tho fact that Japan has bean making |
furthes demands really oo behalf af thesa othios
Powers—demands that Rassia will not concede
ani that Japan, in all probabilitr, will ot
trge to tha bitter and of making war o secute
them. Tt may be takon that the Russian dipio-
matists now s through tbe whole scheme by
which it was attempted to indurs them fo
eraenste Manchurin. They ses thit Japan,
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whess it was lelll aiter the segotintions of last
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refusing to be o catspaw for other Powers
which wished to zeap where they had not srwn,
way determined all along pot to fight Russin
'he danger of war with Japan
moved, as they think, they feel
W Liansg 1o sty whit thiey, think of toe Puvers
that have been prompting Japan. With Japan
nmm-l from the category of possibl come
ts, Russia can afford to defy Enogland and
ey 1t these Puwers would not
fight to back up Japan, they will cortainly not
fight deprived of Japan's most valuable, an
iadeed, indispensable, co-operation, The state.
menis resarding Englend asd the Unicod Sates
are so offensive, and doubly o becanss they
&1 Homs trutha, that we canaot convelse aay
responsible Russian official would give wtter-
ance to them with n view to their publication
unless it were perfecty cortain that they might
ely bo made without any danger of pro-
cipitating a eonflict with this tri0 of Powers.
Thero is. another basis on which this out-
spoken niterance might be oxplained, bt it
i% 80 kerious in ol tor th for the preseny
we prefer 1o withhold it. alt 1o
seo whothar the messugo is canum..q or con-
tradicted. In the meantime, the fact hus to
bo faccd that Russian diplomiscy appears to bs
issuing from this episods with Hying colours.
0n o othes luad, the British Foreign Ofics
to have mstsined a defeat, and tha
Tritiah Emplrs damaging loss of prestigy in
the Far Eust. This, of course, is in kecping
with the record of British diplomacy for the
pask eight or nine yesss, Russia tharoughly
understands the position in the Far nmﬂ}
circumstance that ean bardly be elaimed for the
British Government. We have hefore called
attention to the situation that would bo created
Japan over mado peace el came o o
onderstanding with Russin  Wo do not ssy
Lhat it is @ natural thing for Japan to do, or

g

any permanent ndvantage to Japans but it
a resalt at which Russion (Ilp]nmnry Fi

3 an
friends with the rost whils the i <ngaged
is ineoncaivabla that

| Bussia should mort defianco at Japan, Great

Britain, and the United States unlens sho had
Cmmething up bor sluore™ and wero perfectly
certain that she stood upon secure ground.
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RUSSIA RAMPANT.

Wz publish to-das & statement received from
the Central News roganding the Fac Rastern
erisis, It pumorts to represent the Russi
semi-official view of tho situstion, and to have
been reccived from an authoritstive source.
Coneorning that we nffer o opinion beyond
expressiug surprice (hat any such statement
sliould bo permiitted to bo issued a5 semi-official | U
Vofore the Russian reply to the last Japancse
Nows has beon reerved by the Japsnoss Go-
vernment. - According to the latest intelligenee
s wo write, that reply has not only aot been
yoveived, bub has wot get been despatched

been ho
da nob doubt the good faith either of the
s of its corespondent, but thero is
#ho possibility we have mentioned. W profer
o wait till the nature of the Russian riply to
Japan is known befoce aceepling as upquestion-
ably veracious a statement involving the issue
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Somsintoutly mkipiained thraghont these o~
tintions, an_optimistio view reg
prospest of the maintenance of pesce. Ia vell
informed ciecles fn the various European
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POLITICS AND PERSONS.
END OF THE POLITICAL TRUCE
THE CONING BY-ELECTION
CAMPAIGN,

THE LABOUR ﬁﬂ's TACTICS,

— t
MR. CHAMBERLAIN'S INVITATION TO|!
VISIT AUSTRALIA.

THE NEW HUTOR CARS ACT.
FROM OUR LONDON CORRESPONDENT.
LONDON, Friday Night.
With the issus by the Spealcer to-uight of the
six days’ natico of the intention to issus a writ,
it in expected that the elevtion for Norwich will
|nlzu jvlm in about & forknight. A certain dis-
crotion, of course, tests wilh & returning officer
after the recigh of & weit, Lut the prampt fofice
points to a short context. 1t is unlikely that
the Unionist Free Food League will take part
in the fray, as the sitting member, Sir Ssmuel
Hoare, is no longer & member of (hat body ; ||

and in that eaze it will lie interesting tu 628 | forei
e 15w, in ldd\‘wn o the port e
o actua

whether the Duke of Devonshire repexts the
advice he gave to @ Unionist elector ot Dulwich.
M. Johuson, who has been selocted by the
Liberals to champina their cause ai, Gateshead,
& man of the typs of Mr. John Wilsan, the
Durham miners’ ropresentative, who has worked
#0 smoothly with the Liberal party for many
years, The report comes to hand to-uight that
an Inidepesdent Labour candidste will be
< [brought out against him, but it ssams inersdible
that. Mr. Snowden and his friends will jend

e
themselves to the criticism which such & course.

would involve, via, that ther are o the
Liberal interest with the idea of defeting it
beciate (he candidate does not prescribeto their
partiealar opinions.
Whateser may be said against the Tndepen-
dent Labour party, no one can deny
splendid sssurance of youth. T sse that Ar.

wml. by-election, says:
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o expect that the Labour cindlisio i) sy
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LEED3 TOWN CLERKSHIP.
CRITICISM OF THE MITHOD
APPOINTMENT.

A mesting of tho Leeds City Council wan beld
Somioring, when the recmmendat oo . Fox,
the Town Clerk of Blackburn, bo appointed 1o tle

Fouition of Clork to U Cauncil was brought wp for
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SUNDAY PLEASURI
AN ARCHDEACON'S PROTEST.
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A il New Year tragedy cccurred on Friday morn.
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MEN AND WOMEN.

DECADENCE OF THE PULPIT.
Canon Talbot, of Meebr. ose of the most populsr

preachers in the Mudlandr, is the * Caming Man
in the eurrost ~ Sunday Sirand 7 He was meent'y

miog, the mn..ln. that
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Mi R EWINGS DRATH WARKANT.
umstaticen. of the illnnt &
Bt Ewing. o0 they

Aeath ol Mr

have bron described to @ corre
rpondent o the * Kast Anliesn Daily Time” aro
the hon

fiarly sad.

wprinliet
Thin apecinline dingncecd 1 ady a incurable,
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R HERBERT BPENCER.
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1o the Dymmcrstio National Uoawation with &
wiew 1 s i b armand s the paty cabcileie
swiibeutinl olection, which takes place in
1 Uaitd Bt pext Noveaber, thoro ia very little
doubt, & contemprrary sayn, of hin o Mr.
Olnay will bo 69 ywer of age when tho clection takes
- iag s bren e Oxford, Masachusetts, on
ramter 1 He grodusied st Brown
ersity i 1656, o s Pieeod Lo bt
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